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rers do not get more than this. For such work, one should have a
hardy constitution. But the spinning-wheel can be used by any
weak-bodied girl and she can, if she will, earn two annas daily.
No other aspect of non-co-operation has produced the same effect
on the people as the spinning-wheel movement. Some have come
to worship it as a means of profitable employment. It has become
popular among all classes, among both Hindus and Muslims. If
it does not come to be universally accepted and if, by means of it,
we do not succeed before September 30 in producing all our re-
quirements of cloth and cannot, in consequence, boycott foreign
cloth, that will be solely due to our lack of organizing ability and
efficiency*

WEAVERS' MEETING

There is a small town in Bihar called Bihar Sharif. It has
a population of 25,000. The well-known Tirthankar Mahavira
Swaini* was born, and also died, in its neighbourhood. There
are majestic temples here, on the way to Bihar Sharif. The
place is known as Sharif because it is associated with a famous
Muslim saint. The place, they say, is esteemed second only to
the shrine of the Pir in Ajmer. There are about five hundred weav-
ers living here. Most of them are Muslims. The Congress Com-
mittee and the Khilafat Committee held a special meeting of the
weavers. All of us pleaded with them at this meeting and they
have agreed to use in the future exclusively hand-spun yarn for
weaving, and mill yarn only if they must. Till now, they have
been using foreign yarn exclusively, though they themselves told
me that their forefathers used only hand-spun yarn. From now
on, if these weavers are supplied good hand-spun yarn, they will
most certainly use it to the exclusion of other yarn. If no enthu-
siastic workers come forward, they will as certainly continue
to use foreign yarn even though they have agreed to use hand-spun
yarn. Our task now is to persuade weavers, carders, carpenters,
blacksmiths and others to take interest in public work, I hope that
ia every town of Gujarat, Congress workers will get in touch with
such artisans, enrol them as members and secure their services.
Lei us not mind if they earn well; we should be satisfied if only
they give preference to public work and charge for such work
at a little less than the prevailing rate.

* Last of the line of seers whose teachings evolved into Jainism